PROVISIONAL  ARAB   GOVERNMENT
unimportant alterations.1 This scheme. Sir Percy announced.,
would be laid before the Naqib of Baghdad, whom he had
resolved to ask to assume the presidency of the Council
of State.
The question regarding the head of the Provisional Govern-
ment had been a vital one from the outset. Saiyid Talib Pasha,
who had been active in British interests since his return to
'Iraq, had been originally in Sir Percy's mind for the position,
but consultation with opinion in Baghdad and in Mosul, which
he had visited on October i6th, indicated such strong fear of
Saiyid Talib5s personal ambitions that Sir Percy felt obliged
to turn elsewhere*
Saiyid 'Abdur Rahman al-Gailani, Naqib al-'Ashraf,
Baghdad, who had been repeatedly suggested by local notables,
seemed to be a more logical choice. The high public prestige
and religious standing of this venerable dignitary had led him to
be considered, by H.M. Government, in November, 1918, as a
possible Amir of "Iraq,3 on the basis of a recommendation made
by Sir Percy Cox as early as April, 1917. The Naqib as the
head of the Council of State would guarantee the most favour-
able reception possible for the new Government and would
enable Sir Percy Cox eto include Talib Pasha without making
him President, a course which would have excited opposition
in certain quarters.*3
It was doubtful, however, in view of the Naqib's great age,
ill-health and habitual seclusion, whether he would accept.
He had voiced his determination to take no part in political
activities to Miss Gertrude Bell in February, 1919, when he had
said, in order to emphasize his decision: cNot if it were to save
'Iraq from complete destruction would I alter what I have now
spoken.'4 Miss Bell who had kept in friendly contact with him
1 Bell, op. cit., pp. 567-8.
a Telegram, S/S for India to Political, Baghdad, November 22nd, 1918.
3 Telegram, High Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for India, October 26th,
1920.
* Bell, Political Views of the Naqib, p. n.
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